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European Steel Guitar Hall of Fame

THE MEDAL

When Basil Henriques and I decided to institute the European Steel Guitar Hall of Fame we had no idea what we were letting ourselves in for. It seemed simple enough; there were no European steel players in the Steel Guitar Hall of Fame (prop. USA) but there were plenty of steel players in Europe; the Steel Guitar Hall of Fame  provided us with a model of how to proceed, what could be simpler?; all we needed was a website and somehow choose worthy candidates and Bob’s yer uncle! (Sorry, Uncle Roy). 

Easy? Not on your Nelly! It just became more and more complicated the more we thought about it. Consider this:

1) Europe is a big place; not mind bogglingly big, but a big place none the less.

2) Every European nation is outnumbered by foreign nations, which are also European.

3) Compared to US players, European players are hardly recorded and hold no place in the popular music scene.

4) Most European steelies know more of US steel players that they do of their own countrymen and typically have no idea of  players in the other 20 odd European countries that surround, abut or treaty with them.

5) Few Europeans speak each other’s languages ( the British are no worse than any of the others once you ignore people who live on national borders). People in Flanders do not speak a lot of Spanish, Spaniards are rarely fluent in Polish. Poles tend to ignore Portuguese and Portugal is not famous for it’s Latvian speakers. However many Europeans speak English in increasing numbers because it has become the standard language for international business and commerce.

6) That’s just the start of the problem.

By contrast regarding the good old US of A:

1) It’s a big big country

2) They are all Americans and foreigners at the same time.

3) There is a massive opus of recorded works by steel players. After all they invented and developed the instrument.

4) Most US steelies have no idea that there are any European players. Why should they? It takes a lifetime to get to know the names all the famous US players.

5) They all speak English with more or less felicity.

6) They don’t have a problem finding players and others to honour.

The first consideration was to get to know about the main players, historical and current, in each country. How to do this? Basil’s approach was very straightforward, he knew several people across Europe who were the steel guitar’s equivalent of train spotters. Some knew about past players, some present players, some PSGs, some Lap Steel and so on. In addition there were others, involved in the manufacture of instruments or running national steel guitar forums. Very quickly, by email and phone we managed to obtain the services of a dozen really knowledgeable people who would serve as our selection committee. They were chosen from across Europe so as to give us a better overview of Who’s Who. We mean to be fair to all European players and the make up of the selection committee will ensure it, in the medium term. The actual members are named on the ESGHoF website: http://www.european-steel-guitar-forum.com
Committee meetings are only possible because of the internet but not by emails. A forum with its facilities of Topics and Posts offers a real possibility for remote committee meetings  and the ESGHoF committee forum is hosted on the European Steel Guitar Forum. It is only open to the committee members and offers a confidential and secure environment for discussion.

The next step was to consider a suitable trophy to be presented at the induction ceremony; at this stage ESGHoF is a virtual place and there is no physical location where a plaque or other suitable mementos can be mounted. After the usual exchange of ideas we settled on a medal as a suitable trophy and then set about defining what it should look like. Very quickly we came to the conclusion that it would have to be custom designed to our requirements.

The actual design requirement for the medal was arrived at relatively quickly. From an existing medal already in our possession we decided on the size: 7 cm in diameter and 4 mm thick. The front face would carry the legend “European Steel Guitar Hall of Fame”, have a place for engraving the recipients name and the year, and have the logo of ESGHoF which incorporates a dark blue circle and twelve gold stars. The obverse side would carry the legend “Steel Guitar Europeenne – Cour d’Honneur” and would have representations of the three main steel guitars, Pedal Steel, Electric Lap Steel, and Acoustic. I produced an initial design which served as the design requirement for an artist to use, in order to come up with a final design. Also it was sent to medal manufacturers to quote us for the manufacture.

The shapes of each type of guitar were taken from actual models made in Europe by European designers and builders who very kindly gave us permission and supplied the photographs. The pedal steel was from Wolfgang Bednarz of WBS in Germany, the electric lap steel was by Roberto Reani from Italy and the acoustic was a resonator guitar designed and built by Kristian Äng  of Rednote guitars in Sweden. Their websites can be accessed via the links on the ESGHoF web. The final design was by Peter Copley of London who turned my rather mechanical original requirements into a beautifully crafted and symbolic design. 
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Apart from the symbolic guitar shapes, both sides will be engraved with 8 lines in perspective, representing the guitar strings. We settled on 8 as a compromise between 6 and 10 strings since all three sets are common. The inductee name panel is in the shape of a bullet steel bar.

Our next problem is to pay for the design, tooling and the manufacture of the medal which is estimated at around 3000 euros. We now know that the design cost £400.00 (£s because the designer lives in London). The estimate for the tooling and manufacture of a minimum batch of 50 medals is between 2,400 and 2,600 euros (euros because there are many more medal manufacturers in France than the UK and because they are cheaper). We have decided to raise the money by appealing for donations from the steel guitar community and corporate sponsorship. Each donation will confer Founder Member status and a named plaque on the founder members wall on the ESGHoF website. From next year all Founder Members will take part in a consultation process for selecting the next batch of inductees.

The induction ceremony will be held annually in September at the Chanos International Steel Guitar Festival in Chanos-Curson, France. The first will be on the 19th, September this year whether we have the medals or not. If the medals are to be available this year we must raise the money by the end of July to allow for the manufacturing process. In the absence of  the medals we will present inductees with a certificate and send them their medals later. It really is up to the European steel guitar community to donate now. This year we are planning on 8 or 9 inductees and several will be British, it would be a real triumph if we had the medals in time to present to them. So if you are not a Founder Member yet, buy a brick or two and become one. 

Digby Hardy
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