File started by Aldg, Jam 12, 2000; Updated by Aldg, 1/20/00.  Further comments added and Spell Check done by Aldg,  5/7/06.

File Description: First Impressions of Fender PS 210 Pedal Steel Guitar

Guitar delivered by UPS on Wednesday, 1/12/00 at apx. 9:16 AM.

Serial number: PS 12

File name: Fender PS 210 Problems List.doc

(Note: This file was taken off of my HP 620LX handheld computer on May 7, 2007 and copied onto my HP Pavilion PC.  Further comments, etc. were added to the file there.  Aldg, 05/07/06.)

Problems noticed about the guitar disclosed by seller, Mike Houser

(“ “ from seller's 11/21/99 e-mail letter to me):

1. "This instrument is in its original condition with some minor TLC needed from long term storage."

2. "The electronics and mechanical are like new still and I doubt if there is more than a weeks playing time on this guitar."

3. "TLC cleaning and minor spiffs needed.  One linkage rod needs small repair, one leg needs spring helicoil.  Knee lever handle not there and one volume knob not there."

Observation: One pedal rod is snapped (I removed one of the pedals from the pedal rack until another pedal rod is located or the original one welded or repaired); knee lever is broken (and the broken piece missing) but the knee lever mechanism in the body of the guitar is in tact.
4. "No case.  Finish has a few minor light scratches and is all original."

1st Impressions; new problems noted:

1. The pedal board front molding has come unglued and has small dents in it.

Disposition, Aldg, 05/07/06: I had the molding glued back on

the pedal board and some of the small dents were flatted somewhat, but the marks are still there.  Work was done at Steve Spalding’s repair shop located at the Musicians Friend store in Medford, Oregon. 

2. Both fret boards are coming unglued from the guitar body (This was disclosed to me by a SGF member who saw this in Mike's pictures of the guitar).  The back neck is worst than the front neck.

Disposition, Aldg, 05/07/06: I had both fret boards

removed and glued back to the body of the guitar.  Work was done at Steve Spalding’s repair shop located at the Musicians Friend store in Medford, Oregon.

3. One pickup (front neck) appears damaged as the magnets are pushed into the unit (or possibly missing?).

Disposition, 1/13/00: After removing the strings on the front neck, I took the pickup cover off (held by 4 long wood Phillips screws).  The spring-loaded pickup had fallen out of alignment within the pickup cover case.  I realigned it and put it all back together.

4. The top plastic portion of the neck changer knob is missing.  This is cosmetic only.

5. Rust noted on: chrome legs, pedals, and pedal rods; and to a much lesser extent, various chrome parts of the guitar body & undercarriage.


Follow-up comment, Aldg, 05/07/06: I don’t believe that there is any significant rust under the body of the guitar.  If fact, the underside of the guitar almost looks in NEW condition.

6. The back leg (player's right side) does not stay screwed in the guitar body; it actually falls out!  (If you pick up the guitar, it will fall out.)

Temporary Disposition, 1/13/00: I wrapped the screw portion of the leg with "duct" tape and screwed it back into the guitar.  It holds better but the main problem still exists.  It appears that the threads inside the guitar body on that side are stripped.  To repair this properly, a helicoil needs to be inserted into the body of the instrument.

7. The Shift Lever is jammed up does not move between both necks freely.  The pedals only work on the outside neck.

Disposition, 1/26/00: Something was hanging up the levers so I decided to remove all the pedal tuning screws from the outside neck and loosen the pull bar screws.  This fix (done on the evening of 1/25/00) didn't work at first but the following morning (1/26/00) I tried the lever and to my surprise (I told Kathy it was a "miracle!") it worked, very freely.  Hopefully, this problem is over.

Follow-up Comment, Aldg, 05/07/06: The ease at which the Shift Lever moves I believe is directly related to the linkage settings that are made at various adjustment points in the pedal changer and rod linkage.  If those settings are correct, the Shift Lever should move easily. 

8. The rubber tips are missing on each of the legs.  (These can probably be purchased from a supplier?)

9. The top string "string guide" is broken on the back neck.  (A close look at the Mike Houser's photos show this to be broken.)


Follow-up Comment, Aldg, 05/07/06:  When I tried to put a string on the instrument, I broke another of the string guides.  I believe that these string guide tips may suffer from some type of “metal fatigue” as a result of either the guitar being stored in a cold location by the previous owner or just the age of the guitar.  It may be possible to “very carefully” string up the guitar without braking any additional tips…this remains to be seen.  I believe that this problem may have been seen by other Fender PS-210 owners.
10. There is long "scuffing" mark on the inside neck fret board.  (Can this be rubbed out?)

Disposition, Aldg, 05/07/06: While the fret boards were being 

Glued back to the body of the guitar (see Number 2 above), I believe that Steve Spalding tried to remove some of this scuffing.  The remaining scuffing is not significant.

11. One of the pedal rods is bent or warped. (My steeler friend, Duane Curtis,  believes that it can be straightened out?)

12. The tone control appears to be intermittently shorted out or dirty.  (Can the pot be cleaned to resolve this problem?)
13. The pedal board catch clamp on the front left [or right?] leg (when the leg is tightened) does not line up with the clamp on the pedal board.  This forces you to loosen the leg, to where the clamp lines up, in order to get the clamp to work.  In this position, the leg is loose and it affects the stability of the guitar.
Impressions of playing the PS 210 pedal steel guitar with no pedals:

1. For its small size, this guitar is very heavy.  It's also not balanced very well as much of the weight in on the pedal changer left side.

2. The guitar is very tall for me.  I'll have to reduce the length of the adjustable legs and hope that the pedal rods can also be reduced accordingly.


Some measurements: Distance from floor to top (maple) of back neck:



Fender 1000 -- 28 1/2"



Fender PS 210 -- 30"

3. The base tunings of the guitar are tuned with the right hand (instead of the left hand on regular pedal steel guitars).  This is somewhat awkward, especially with your finger picks on.

4. The instrument does not have the large right hand rest area that the Fender 1000 has.  This will take some getting used to.

5. The string spacing is similar to that on most other pedal steel guitars and isn't real wide as on the other Fender pedal steel guitars (such as my fender 1000).

6. The tone (playing at low volume with my Fender Squire amp with the Peavey ProFex II) is very Fender Stringmaster like.  It appears to have a pleasant Hawaiian sound and older country sound.  also, there is plenty of "sustain."

Impressions of playing the PS 210 pedal steel guitar with pedals:

1. The pedal feel of this instrument reminds me of my Harlin Brothers Multi-Kord steel guitar that I had in the early 1970s.

2. The spacing of the pedals are very close.  This may be User adjustable to a certain extent, as the pedals are on a sliding tract.

3. The pedal linkage has to be adjusted very carefully to minimize pedal play.

4. The broken knee lever (which I believe is a LKL) is too far to the right (it lines up between pedal 3 & 4).  This would make it difficult to rock the E-9th AB pedals if they were assigned to pedals 1 & 2.

5. The lower pedals have a long travel distance because they hit the longest part of the pedal changer arm.  They also have the lowest pressure.  This may be User adjusted by changing the linkage points for a particular pedal.

Things needed from Mike Houser:
1. Name, address, etc. of the person who worked for Fender that Mike brought this guitar from.  He recently contacted Mike and said he'd provide Mike with a "history" of this particular guitar.

2. More information about the guitar since it was acquired by Mike, such as: 


a) What happened to the case?


b) Why was the guitar not stored better over the years


c) Mike does not appear to be a pedal steel player.  Why did he acquire this guitar in the first place?
Follow-up Comment, Aldg, 05/07/06:  After I bought the guitar, I tried several times to contact Mike Houser to obtain the above information.  He refused to provide me with the information he promised.  I began to think that the caseless guitar may have been stolen from the Fender Guitar Company so I telephoned Gene Fields of GFI Steel Guitars in Texas about this and he told me that to his knowledge, none of the PS-210 pedal steels were ever stolen from the company. 

Known & Unknown PS 210 Serial Numbers (15 guitars made by Fender):

PS 7 – Paul Adams, who bought the guitar from Bill Nauman, of Las Vegas, Nevada (2nd number, chassis 25302).  Bill bought this guitar new when he lived in Canada.  Paul also owns a Prototype of the Fender PS-210 that is not part of the serial number series.  He runs the FenderPS210 group on Yahoo! Groups.  I believe that Bill’s guitar originally had 8 pedals and 1 knee lever and Bill added 3 extra knee levers.

PS 11 - Paul Richmond, Lemon Springs, No. Carolina  (He added extra knee levers himself, per Bill Nauman.)  Paul manufacturers his own brand of pedal steel guitar which are very expensive and only made in limited quantities.  I contacted him via telephone [he’s wasn’t online] and he mailed me some photos of his guitar along with some knee lever drawings.)

PS 12 - Al Gershen (Bought from Mike Houser in January 2000) (2nd number, chassis 125302).   This guitar is being sold in May 2006 to Basil Henriques of the United Kingdom.  The guitar is configured with 8 pedals and 1 knee lever.

PS13 – Larry Petree, recently purchased (April 2006) from Barney Horn of Las Vegas.  His guitar is configured with 5 floor pedals and 4 knee levers.

PS ?? - Billy Cooper's Music Store in Orange, Virginia (URL: http://www.billycoopersmusic.com/home.htm )  


Follow-up Comment, Aldg, 05/07/06: I tried by email to get the serial number of their guitar with no success.  They have they guitar “hanging on the wall” and I was told that obtaining the serial number couldn’t be done until the guitar was brought down from the wall.

PS ?? - Tom Haffner, Littleton, CO (He wrote letter to Tom Bradshaw's "Steel Guitar Record Club," Newsletter # 6, 1975, about his modifications to his Fender PS 210.)  Tom sent me many photos of his guitar showing the before and after of the modifications he made to the instrument.

Comparisons between Early (SN 1 thru 12) and Later (SN 13 thru 15) Fender PS 210 Pedal Steel Guitars:

Per observations from the 1972 Fender brochure, compared to their 1970 brochure.

1. Tone control removed and replaced with the female line out plug.  The female line out plug used to be "under" the instrument.

2. The rod sleeve adjuster on each of the pedal rods have been changed to what appears to be a simpler type.  The external tension spring does not appear on the new shorter type of rod sleeve adjusters

3. Guitar case changed: 


Before: Legs and pedal rods stored in a vinyl case.  Vinyl case and clamp-pedal board (with pedals) are stored in their own compartment in the base of the case.  Inner felt color is Red.


After:  No more vinyl case.  Legs & pedal rods are stored in their own compartment in the lid of the case.  The clamp-pedal board (with pedals) continues to be stored in its own compartment in the base of the case.  Inner felt color is Yellow/Orange.

4. Travel Adjustment Screws have been added underneath the guitar to provide user adjustment for the pedal stops

5. The pedal changer has been modified so that only 7 pedals and/or knee levers can operate the outside neck.  The inside neck remains the same: 9 pedals and/or knee levers can operate it.  (Apparently there was some conflict in the mechanism on the outside neck that necessitated this change?)

EOF
